North Merrick Instrumental Music

Mrs. Peggy Rakas  *  Mr. Brunson  *  Mr. Gary Beck

Dear Band/Orchestra Parents:

We would like to take this opportunity to inform you about an exciting program available to our band and orchestra students: SmartMusic online classes!  These classes are free if you have a home Smartmusic subscription, which costs $33 for a full year (it will say $36, but a discount for North Merrick students will be applied at checkout)!  
Here are some of the benefits to using SmartMusic at home:

· Immediate performance assessment helps students to practice more effectively.  
· Students can slow down or speed up any exercise or band piece to help develop their performance skills.

· Band repertoire includes a recording of real instruments, so it’s like having a professional band with you when you practice at home!
· Every exercise has an accompaniment, which helps students develop their musical ear.

· Students can submit class assignments and receive teacher feedback via the internet.  
· Individualized instruction allows students to progress at their own paces.

· Practice tools including: a tuner, metronome, and recording capability offer students a wide variety of options to develop their musical skills.

· Recordings can be saved as mp3s and easily burned to CDs.
You can find out more about this program by visiting www.smartmusic.com.  
We are very excited about the wonderful advantages this software offers music students.  We will be offering an information session for students and parents on……  We will demonstrate the many features of the software and answer any questions you may have.  We look forward to seeing you there!
                              Musically yours,

                                             Mr. Beck, Mr. Brunson and Mrs. Rakas

Mrs. Appel, Ms. Southard and Mr. Willis
gbeck@nmerrick.org, abrunson@nmerrick.org, mrakas@nmerrick.org
gappel@nmerrick.org, rsouthar@nmerrick.org or cwillis@nmerrick.org
